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But Florence Nightingale's next step after the
Harley Street establishment was neither to a
children's home nor to one of the London general
hospitals. Her career was shaped by the Crimean
War.
Apart from a few small and unimportant
affrays, England had been at peace since the
battle of Waterloo, and now, forty years after-
wards, war seemed attractive to many people.
All the theories that the Great Exhibition of 1851
must mean the end of war between the nations
were brushed aside. Men who had roundly
declared that it was antiquated and unjust to
settle disputes on the battlefield now cried out
that England was defied arid that England must
fight. The causes of the Crimean War make a
tangled problem. Russia had long had designs
upon Turkey, which in the middle of the nine-
teenth century was in a weak state. The Tsar
Nicholas contemptuously dubbed Turkey c< the
sick man of Europe/* and frequently affirmed that
the Turkish Empire was bound to crash. As
early as 1844 ^e suggested that it would be con-
venient for England and Russia to agree on the
partition of Turkey before the inevitable collapse
took place; and lie English Cabinet did not at
that time make their attitude clear. It may in
fact be argued that the Government permitted
Nicholas to believe that England was not un-
favourable to the Russian proposals, and that
the British Ambassador to Russia later confirmed
that belief.